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Eight Illinois congressmen fired off a letter Friday to federal environmental officials urging
immediate action to protect Lake Michigan from Milwaukee sewage they blame for frequent
beach closures.    

"We believe that EPA involvement is particularly necessary because Milwaukee's disposal of
waste into Lake Michigan poses dangerous consequences to Illinois, Indiana and some parts of
Michigan," wrote the congressmen, led by Rep. Janice Schakowsky, D-Chicago.    

But before Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Christine Todd Whitman could reply,
the Wisconsin official who oversees Milwaukee's sewerage system had a message for the
politicians across the state line. Get serious.    

It's not Milwaukee's sewage causing the problem, but urban stormwater runoff, particularly
bacteria from seagulls, according to Kevin Shafer, executive director of the Milwaukee
Metropolitan Sewerage District.    

"It's almost laughable our overflows are causing beach closings in Chicago," Shafer said. "The
seagulls poop, and that runoff carries the poop to the beaches, and that closes the beaches."    

In their letter, the congressmen cited Illinois' record 339 Lake Michigan beach closings last year,
up from 10 in 1994.    

"While increased monitoring may have some effect on the number of closings, there is
overwhelming evidence to suggest that sewage overflows from Milwaukee are responsible for
much of the deteriorating beach health conditions in Illinois," the congressmen wrote.    

They acknowledged that Chicago has sewage overflows, too, but said it was not as big a
problem because Chicago's usually flow away from the beaches.    

MADISON    

Treasurer advised leaders over legal bills    

State Treasurer Jack Voight urged Gov. Scott McCallum and legislative leaders last year not to
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use taxpayer money to pay the legal bills of lawmakers and their aides in an investigation into
illegal campaigning on state time.    

But legislative leaders approved reimbursing the legal bills from a secret investigation into the
partisan legislative caucuses on the same day Voight wrote a letter urging them not to, the
Capital Times reported Friday.    

Voight cautioned in the letter there were both legal and procedural problems with the payments,
which now total nearly $700,000.    

"I believe the state should err on the side of caution, especially in these lean financial times,"
Voight wrote. "Payments should not proceed until it can be determined that the state has the
obligation to make such payments."    

The state is facing a $1.1 billion budget deficit.    

Democratic Attorney General Jim Doyle and a bipartisan group of lawmakers contend the
payments are illegal and should not be reimbursed with taxpayer money.    

Doyle asked McCallum last year for the authority to file a lawsuit to stop the payments, but the
Republican governor refused.    

Both are running for governor.    

The letter was sent to Senate Majority Leader Chuck Chvala, D-Madison; Senate Minority
Leader Mary Panzer, R-West Bend; Assembly Speaker Scott Jensen, R-Waukesha; Assembly
Minority Leader Spencer Black, D-Madison; McCallum and Administration Secretary George
Lightbourn.    

Voight said he never received any formal response from lawmakers to his letter.  
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